
Establishing a Perennial  Meadow – Seed vs Turf: 2015 - 2017                                                                                                             Seeds on the Left and Turf on the Right 

Oct 2014: Dec 2014: Laying turf......             and this tiny amount of seeds....    sown on sterile sand              Cleared the annual meadow away 

March 2015 – Turf growing 

Mid July 2015 – Turf side is 

full, seed very sparce 

April 2015 – Daisies on the 

turf.  Not much on the 

seeded area 

April 2015 – now the 

Forget-me-knots show 

colour 

May 2015 June 2015: At last, some 

colour on the seeded side 

with the poppies 

Sept 2015 – Seeds are so 

disappointing that I’m 

going to re-sow. Turf = full 

Nov 2015 – Still a bare 

patch on the left where I 

sowed the seeds  

Late Nov 2015 – The turf 

side was mowed and all 

clippings taken away 

Jan 2016 – New growth 

appearing. 

See Pg 2 for the next season…….. 



Establishing a Perennial  Meadow – Seed vs Turf: 2015 – 2017 -   (season 2)….                                                                             Seeds on the Left and Turf on the Right 

August 2016 – not enough 

water so both sides suffered 

Sept 2016 – Cut it all down Oct 2016 – Decided to 

add some bulbs and plug 

plants to both sides 

Jan 2016 – New growth 

appearing.  

April 2016 – Turf is full of 

Daisies 

May 2016 – still not much to 

be seen on the Seed side 
June 2016 – summer 

growth, especially on Turf 

July 2016 – Turf-side looking 

lush – Seed still sparse 

March 2017 – 1st Daisies 

appear on Turf-side 

April 2017 – Turf-side filling 

out 

May 2017 – First time the 

seed-side looks ok 

June/July 2017 – Looking its 

best 

Aug 2017 – Just going over Sept 2017 – Last month 

before cutting it in OCT 

Conclusion: 

The effect is much more 

immediate and effective 

with Turf rather than 

Seed. 

Also, with seed, it’s 

difficult to know what’s a 

plant and what’s a 

weed, whereas the Turf is 

so solid that it should all 

be plants. 

Turf wins  



Establishing a Perennial  Meadow – Seed vs Turf: 2015 – 2019 -   (season 3)….                                                                             Seeds on the Left and Turf on the Right 

Nov 2018 – Before it was cut 2019 – April  May 2019 

Mid April 2018 May 2018: Decided to mow 

the edges to retain the middle 

June 2018- Looking good July 2018 Sept 2018 

June/July 2018 – Forgot to 

photograph! 

Aug 2018 – just gone past it’s 

best 

2019 - Sept 2019 Oct 2019 - Nov 

Conclusion after 5 years: 

Turf is initially more expensive than Seed, but is definitely 

worth it. 

The Seed-side didn’t bulk up for years and only did after 

I’d added to it with more plug plants and bulbs, so I would 

definitely recommend Turf. 

However, you do need to make sure it’s a ‘look’ that you 

like, as can look ‘messy’ after it’s flowered, but the wildlife 

love this as much as the flowers, so it’s worthwhile keeping 

the seedheads for as long as you can cope with – I Love it! 


